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Written Opinion (Second) 



Issue Date: 1 November 2005 
2. References and Description Thereof ^ 
Reference 1 : CD-ROM on which description and drawings originally attached Q 
to the request for Japanese Utility Model Registration AppUcation No. 5-60113 



Q 

CJ 



(Japanese UtiUty Model Registration Application Laid Open No. 6-50902) is 
recorded (The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company), July 12, 1994 

O 

Claims, paragraphs S and 34-38, and figures IS and 17; and 

us 5337816 A; and 
EP 600265 Al 



The inventions relating to claims 1, 3-6, 9-12 and 15-19 are not described in any 
of the References cited in the International Search Report and would not be 
obvious to persons skilled in the art. 

Claims 7, 8, 13 and 14 

The inventions relating to claims 7, 8, 13 and 14 are described in Reference 1 
cited in the International Search Report and thus lack novelty and inventive 
steps. 
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Response to the first W^^^^^^^n^^^^^ 

0 APR im 

5. Contents of Written Reply 

(1) The examiner cited Japanese Utility Model Registration Application No. 
5-60113 (hereinafter, "Reference 1") and indicated that the inventions relating to 
claims 1 to 19 lack novelty or inventive steps on the basis of Reference 1. 

In response to the indication, we have limited the scopes of independent claims 
1, 7 and 15. (Please see Written Reply submitted on the same date of this 
Written Reply.) 

We have added a limitation to claim 1 that "the tread lugs are disposed such that 
long-pitches are interposed between middle-pitches and short-pitches, and 
long-pitches, i.e., portions where the interval of the tread lugs is largest, on one 
of the right and left areas correspond to short-pitches, i.e., portions where the 
interval of the tread lugs is smallest, on the other of the areas". 

Reference 1 has no disclosure or even suggestion regarding the above-described 
feature of "long-pitches, i.e., portions where the interval of the tread lugs is 
largest, on one of the right and left areas correspond to short-pitches, i.e., 
portions where the interval of the tread lugs is smallest, on the other of the 
areas". Accordingly, we believe that amended claim 1 obviously has novelty 
with respect to Reference 1 . 



Further, the purpose of the invention described in Reference 1 is simultaneous 

1 



pursuit of "employing as many as possible of lugs for the tread (design) pattern" 
and "avoiding mud becoming stuck between tire treads". Thus, the invention 
described in Reference 1 has absolutely no approach to "making traction 
uniform". Therefore, we believe that the feature described in amended claim 1 
of the present application (see paragraph 29 of the description), i.e., 
"long-pitches, i.e., portions where the interval of the tread lugs is largest on one 
of the right and left areas correspond to short-pitches, i.e., portions where the 
interval of the tread lugs is smallest, on the other of the areas", which is for 
"making the traction substantially uniform" at any area of the contact patch in 
the circumferential direction of the tread, is not obvious from the description of 
Reference 1. 

Furthermore, in the present invention, the feature of "long-pitches, i.e., portions 
where the interval of the tread lugs is largest on one of the right and left areas 
correspond to short-pitches, i.e., portions where the interval of the tread lugs is 
smallest, on the other of the areas" of amended claim 1 makes the traction 
generated at both right and left areas of the contact patch substantially uniform 
(see paragraph 29 of the description). 

Thus, the present invention exhibits excellent effects that the tires can be 
prevented from winding and that stable straight traveling property can be 
provided. 

Accordingly, amended claim 1 of the present application which has been limited 
with the above feature also has sufiRcient inventive steps with respect to 



Reference 1. 

The limitation added to claims 7 and 15 are based on the same limitation as that 
added to claim 1. 

2. According to the reasons described above, we are certain that the inventions 
relating to claims 1 to 19 have novelty as well as sufficient inventive steps with 
respect to Reference 1 . 
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